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weather and soaking rain 
the week. Heavy 


HIGHLIGHTS: Severe 
covered the Southeast early in 
rain added to the severe flooding in the Tennessee 
and Ohio Valleys. A large high pressure system 
pulled very cold Canadian air into the eastern half 
of the Nation. During the last 3 days of the week, 
freezing temperatures reached into central Florida, 
while a deep low pressure system dumped heavy snow 
along the middle and northern Atlantic coast. Warm 
air moved into the Plains at week's end. 


Light to moderate precipitation was 
widespread over the northwestern, central, and 
south-central portions of the country. Freezing 
drizzle covered the central Plains. Clear and cold 
conditions prevailed across the northern Plains, 
while the South Atlantic coast remained warm and 
dry. 


SUNDAY: 


MONDAY: Intense thunderstorms brought heavy 
rain and spawned tornadoes across the central Gulf 
Coast States. Heavy rain added to the flooding in 
the Tennessee and Ohio Valleys. Precipitation 
covered most of the eastern half of the Nation. 


TUESDAY: 
tornadoes 
States. 
eastern 
across’ the 
scattered 
temperatures 
with the arctic air pouring 
Valley. 


thunderstorms produced 
southern Atlantic Coast 

Beneficial rains soaked most of the 
seaboard. Rain showers were scattered 

Pacific Northwest, while snow was 
over the Great Lakes. Record-high 
along the Atlantic coast contrasted 
into the Mississippi 


Severe 
across the 





1989 


WE DNESDAY: High pressure, centered over the 
northern Plains, pulled cold Canadian air into the 
East. Snow spread from the Great Lakes and North- 
east into the Southeast. Scattered light to moder- 
ate rain fell along the Atlantic seaboard. oa 
Pacific frontal system brought widespread rain 
Showers into the Northwest. 

THURSDAY: The cold arctic air spread into the 
deep South. The 34 degrees at Orlando, FL was 
lower than the 37 degrees at Minot, ND. Numerous 
low-temperature records were broken across the Corn 
Belt. A low pressure system developed off the 
Carolinas coast during the evening and produced 
Snow across northern Georgia into Virginia. Rain 
Showers were scattered along the northern Pacific 
coast. 


FRIDAY: The intense low’ pressure system 
moved up the Atlantic seaboard and continued to 
dump heavy snow along the coast from the Carolinas 
into southern New England. Cold arctic air remain- 
ed over the East, as freezing temperatures reached 
into central Florida. Light rain and snow were 
scattered over the Northwest. 


SATURDAY: 
the northeast 
across New England. 
eastern seaboard. Numerous stations 
record-low temperatures for this date. Unseason- 
ably warm weather covered the Plains. By evening, 
a frontal system brought scattered snow across the 
North Central States. 


The deep low pressure area moved to 
into the Atlantic, leaving heavy snow 
Cold air remained along the 
in Florida had 
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Weather Data for the Week Ending February 25, 1989 
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VESTON 


CORPUS CHRISTI 
DEL RIO 

FORT WORTH 
SAN ANTONIO 
VICTORIA 


WACO 
WICHITA FALLS 


SAN ANGELO 


BEAUMONT 
BROWNSV ILLE 


EL PASO 
MIDLAND 


AMARILLO 
AUSTIN 
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FREEZING TEMPERATURES IN THE SOUTHEAST 


EXTREME MINIMUM TEMPERATURE (F) 
FEBRUARY 23-26, 1989 





The coldest weather of the season in the Southeast occurred 
on February 23-26. Temperatures dropped below freezing 
across northern Florida for three consecutive days. The 
mornings of the 24th and 25th were the coldest in Florida, 
with nearly all stations reporting record-low temperatures 
for the date. (See the National Agricultural and State 
Summaries in this Bulletin for reports on crop damage.) 
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National Agricultural Summary 
February 20-26, 1989 


HIGHLIGHTS:Cool temperatures slowed winter wheat 
growth in the southern Plains. Additional snow 
cover and moisture were needed in the northern 
Plains. Freezing temperatures damaged = small 
grains in portions of the Delta and Southeast. 
Winter wheat was good in the Corn Belt and good to 
fair in the Southeast. Precipitation limited 
fieldwork in most of the East. Cold temperatures 
caused only minimal damage to Florida's citrus 
crop. Damage to the vegetable crops varied by 
crop and area. Above-normal temperatures reduced 
livestock stress in the West. 

SMALL GRAINS: Cool temperatures slowed winter 
wheat growth in the southern Plains. Freezing 
temperatures caused light to moderate damage to 
oats in the Blacklands, central, and Cross Timbers 
areas of Texas. No damage to winter wheat was 
evident. Light showers improved conditions in the 
High Plains, but more moisture was needed. Lack 
of moisture continued to stress winter wheat in 
central and western Kansas. Additional moisture 
and snow cover were needed in the northern 
Plains. Winter wheat was mostly fair in 
Nebraska. Snow cover was mostly short to adequate 
in North Dakota. Most of South Dakota needed snow 
cover. Winter wheat was mostly fair to good in 
Montana. Snow cover was fair and wind damage 
remained light. Warmer temperatures improved 
winter wheat condition in Colorado. Winter wheat 
was mostly good in the Corn Belt. Snow cover 
protected winter wheat from sub-zero temperatures 
in northern Illinois. Freezing temperatures 
damaged small grains in Alabama and Arkansas. The 
extent of the damage was unknown. Small grains 
were mostly good to fair in the Southeast. Cold 
weather damage to winter wheat was still unknown 
in Georgia. 


OTHER FIELD CROPS: Cotton 
continued in Arizona and 
planting activity increased 
Coastal Bend, and Upper Coast areas of Texas. 
Sorghum planting was expected to begin soon. 
First cuttings of alfalfa continued in western 
Arizona. Precipitation limited fieldwork in most 
of the East and the Delta. 

Georgia's tobacco plants were mostly good and 
North Carolina's were good to fair. Cold weather 
damaged the top leaves of tobacco in Florida. 


field preparation 
California. Corn 
in the Lower Valley, 


FRUIT AND NUTS: Late in the week, cold 
temperatures caused minimal damage to citrus crops 
in Florida. Some bloom damage occurred in low 
lying areas. Early orange harvest slowed, but 
grapefruit movement was active in the east. 
Temple orange harvest increased. Grapefruit and 
valencia orange harvests continued in the Rio 
Grande Valley of Texas. Peach trees continued to 
bloom in east Texas. No serious freeze damage was 
evident. Valencia oranges and grapefruit were 
harvested in western Arizona. Grapefruit, kinnow 
tangerines, minneolas, and Arizona sweets were 
harvested in the central area. In California, the 
early February freeze may have damaged 1-year-old 
grape plantings. Damage to lemons was heavier 
than expected in the San Joaquin Valley. Primary 
harvest activities consisted of minneola tangelos, 
lemons, and navel oranges. Cold temperatures may 
have damaged peaches in Georgia. The extent of 
the damage was’ unknown. Freezing temperatures 
damaged fruit in Alabama. Earlier cold 
temperatures caused only minimal damage to fruit, 
berry, and nut crops in the Willamette Valley of 
Oregon. 


VEGETABLES:Cold weather damaged vegetable crops 


in Florida. Damage was varied by crop and area. 
Cucumbers and squash suffered the most damage. 
Planting activity was slow, but harvest remained 
active. Volume leaders were tomatoes, cabbage, 
peppers, celery, lettuce, potatoes, squash, and 
snap beans. Harvest was active in the Rio Grande 
Valley of Texas. Spring onion harvest was 
expected to begin soon. Melon planting 
continued. Vegetable crops suffered freeze damage 
in east Texas. Potato and onion plantings were 
expected to begin soon in the High Plains. 
Lettuce, cauliflower, broccoli, and other mixed 
vegetables were harvested in Arizona. In 
California, broccoli supplies were moderate and of 
good quality in the Salinas area. Cauliflower and 
artichoke supplies were moderate in the Santa 
Maria area. Cabbage and potato seedings were 
underway in North Carolina. Cold temperatures 
early in the month may have damaged vegetable 
crops in the Willamette Valley of Oregon. The 
extent of the damage was still unknown. 


PASTURES & LIVESTOCK:Above-normal temperatures 
reduced livestock stress in the West. Pastures 
were mostly fair to good in the Southeast. 
Livestock was in mostly good condition. 











Feb. 28, 1989 


Weekly Weather and Crop Bulletin 9 





State Summaries of Weather and Agriculture 


These summaries provide brief descriptions of crop and weather conditions important on a national scale. 


More detailed 


data are available in Weather and Crop Bulletins published each Monday by NASS State Statistical Offices in cooperation 


with the National Weather Service. 


ALABAMA: Rainfall 1.00 to 3.00 in. north; 0.50 to 
2.00 in. central, south; over 4.00 in. isolated 
areas, Snow 1 in. northeast. Temperatures 6 to 


11° below normal. 

Freezing temperatures damaged fruits, vegetables, 
winter wheat; growers currently assessing extent of 
losses. Primary activities: Routine care of 
livestock, poultry; providing supplemental feed to 
cattle; taking precautionary measures to protect 
fruits, vegetables from freeze. 


ARIZONA: Weak upper level low pressure system, 
cloudy skies, gusty winds, cooling 19th. Sunny, 
cooler 20th. Sunshine, unseasonably warm 21st to 
25th. Temperatures 4 to 10° above normal. 

Cotton field preparation very active with 
furrowing, preplant herbicide, pesticide 
applications, pre-irrigation. Wheat, barley stands 
100% established, except east; 40% jointing; 5% 
heading. Fields monitored for Russian wheat 
aphids. No infestation. First cuttings alfalfa 


continued west, ideal curing conditions. Alfalfa 
weevil control applied, light infestations. 
Valencia oranges, grapefruit harvest west. 
Harvest, shipping head lettuce, broccoli, 
cauliflower, boston, leaf, romaine lettuce; 
cabbage, kale, napa, escarole, bok choy, endive, 


celery, spinach, anise, asparagus continued west. 
Grapefruit, kinnow tangerines, minneolas, Arizona 
Sweets harvested central. Mixed vegetables 
including greens, leaf lettuce, broccoli, cabbage, 
bok choy, rapini, green onions, parsley, 
cauliflower, beets, turnips, spinach, 
carrots harvested Salt River Valley. Spring 
lettuce harvested central. Cattle, calves fair to 
good statewide. New calves beginning to drop. 
Ranges providing average to above average feed 
Supplies. 


ARKANSAS: Scattered showers first of week. Very 
cold midweek, temperatures well below normal. 
Temperature extremes 6°; 72°. Dry middle, latter 


part. Rainfall 0.02 to 3.75 in. 

Soil moisture adequate to surplus, some flooding 
low areas. Too early to determine extent of freeze 
damage to winter wheat. Livestock good, adequate 
feed available. 


CALIFORNIA: Rain 18th and 22nd, only northern 
half of State. Statewide rainfall well below 
normal. Temperatures continued slightly below 


normal. 
Plantings small grains continued; most earlier 
planted fields, growing well. Few areas rain 


needed, Seedbed preparation progressed well. 
Herbicide applications small grain, alfalfa. 
Alfalfa green-chop continued south. Routine 


cultural practices ongoing. One year old grape 
plantings may have been damaged by early February 
freeze. Early plums, almonds bloomed. Minneola 
tangelos, lemons picked. Freeze damage heavier San 


Joaquin Valley lemons than anticipated. Navel 
Oranges harvested. Light fruit drop, external 
damage. Broccoli moderate Salinas, good quality. 


Cauliflower moderate Santa Maria, 
Artichokes moderate, improved quality. Strawberry 
volume increased, south coast superb quality. 
Livestock fair to good statewide. Range, pasture 
fair to poor most areas due to lack of rain. Grass 
growth further reduced by recent cold temperatures. 
Supplemental feeding continued. Livestock movement 
light. Water well below normal. 


good quality. 





leeks, - 


COLORADO: Warm-up of last 2 weeks continued. 
First time in February, many areas above normal 
temperatures; -2 to +5° away from seasonal normals. 
Much of State received early rain or snow, amounts 
light. Rio Grande Valley more general 
precipitation with isolated sites almost 1.00 in. 
Elsewhere generally less than 0.33 in. 

Wheat condition remained uncertain. However, 
limited precipitation, warmer temperatures 
beneficial. Calving, lambing underway, keeping 
livestock producers busy. 


FLORIDA: Freezing temperatures, frost occurred over 
nearly areas late week, weekend. Coldest upper 
teens to low 20s extreme north, mid 20s to low 30s, 
central, interior south, to mid, upper 30s along 
immediate southeast Atlantic Coast. Freezin 
temperatures 3 nights common north. Beneficia 
rains early week; 2.00 to 4.00 in., northwest; 
mostly smaller, variable amounts elsewhere. 

Soil moisture continued short except few widely 
Scattered areas adequate. Rain Panhandle helped. 
Freezing temperatures, started 23rd, damaged winter 
wheat; extent of damage not yet determined. 
Tobacco some leaf burn on top leaves. Some leaf 
burn on sugarcane, but should not affect crop. 
Some sugarcane mills completed harvest, closed for 
season. From Orlando northward, blueberry damage 
extensive to portion of crop normally maturing 
before July lst. Strong winds severely limited 
cold protection for growers having overhead 
irrigation. Rain Panhandle, some Peninsula 
benefited pastures; however, late week cold lowered 
condition very poor, few upper northern Peninsula; 
elsewhere, poor to fair. Cattle good to mostly 
fair, stressed somewhat by record cold snap. 
Freezing temperatures 24th, 25th caused minimal 
citrus damage; high winds, temperatures not low 
enough, long enough to cause serious tree, fruit 
damage. Low areas, cold pockets had new growth, 
some bloom damage. Orange harvest slowed, east 
coast grapefruit movement very active. Temple 
harvest increased. Damaging cold blanketed major 
vegetable producing areas. Cucumbers, squash 
suffered most. Planting slowed. Harvest active. 
Volume leaders: Tomatoes, cabbage, peppers, 
celery, lettuce, potatoes, squash, snap beans. 
Also available: Carrots, strawberries, sweet corn, 
radishes, escarole, endive, eggplant, cucumbers. 
Harvest late plant city strawberries underway. 


low teens to Florida border. 
below normal. Extreme cold 
temperatures north 9~ Blairsville to 19° Toccoa. 
Central counties extreme lows 18° Midville, Plains; 
21° Columbus, Claxton, Hawkinsville. South extreme 
lows upper teens. Late weekend temperatures high 
60s north to 70s south. Rain 2 to 3 days. Snow 2 


GEORGIA: Cold, 
Temperatures 5 to 10 


to 5 in. northeast, east central. Water mostly 
over 1.00 in. northern half, 1.00 to 3.00 in. 
central, south. 

Soil moisture short to adequate statewide. 


Tobacco beds good. Small grains fair to mostly 


good. Cold weather damaged wheat at jointing 
Stage, extent unknown. Pastures poor to mostly 
fair. Cattle mostly fair to good. Hogs fair to 


Strawberries, blueberries damaged by 
Also probable peach damage, 
extent unknown. Main activities: Some land 
preparation, small grain topdressing as weather 
permitted, care of livestock. 


HAWAII: 
over island, 


mostly good. 
frigid temperatures. 


Cloud bank stationary 
rains, continuous 


Showery, windy. 
Light to heavy 
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low 60s to low 80s. 
Trade winds 15 to 30 


some areas. Temperatures 
Rainfall none to 10.80 in. 
mph. 
Days 
Slowed. 
irrigation, 
of crops exposed 


fieldwork 7.0. Fieldwork 
Gusty winds reduced effectiveness of 
pesticide spraying; caused bruising 
areas. Head cabbage output 
Steady, good quality. Chinese cabbage 
production moderate, shipments to mainland 
continued. Overall tomato production higher. Head 
lettuce production very light, disease plagued 
fields. Banana output seasonally light, many trees 
suffered leaf shredding due to gusty winds. Papaya 
production seasonally low. Ginger root harvesting 
remained very active. 


Suitable for 


IDAHO: Panhandle temperatures 1 to 3° below 
normal. Extreme southwest up to 5° below normal, 
rest 2 to 8° above normal. Precipitation southwest 
well above normal; rest near, slightly below 
normal. 

Milder weather caused muddy conditions many 
areas. Main farming activities continued to 
revolve around livestock feeding, milking, general 
care. Lambing, calving continued. Most livestock 
good. Other activities included machinery 
maintenance in preparation for spring planting, 
marketing farm products, attending meetings, 
preparing taxes. Only limited supply of seed 
potatoes remained uncommitted. Hay, roughage short 
to adequate. 
ILLINOIS: Temperature lows 7 to 14° below normal 
north, west central; 3 to 10° below normal east 
central, south; highs 6 to 12° below normal. 
Precipitation less than 0.10 in. northwest; 0.15 to 
0.50 in. north, central; 0.50 to 1.25 in. south; 
0.15 to 0.30 in. below normal north, central; 0.40 
in. above normal south. 

Winter wheat mostly good. 
west central, 
Sub-zero temperatures. 
excellent. 


Snow cover over parts 
north provided some insulation from 
Livestock good _ to 


INDIANA: Temperatures 3 to 8° below normal. Lows 
none to mid teens, highs mid to upper 30s. 
Precipitation 0.30 to 0.70 in. most areas. 

Field activities limited. Other activities: 
Topdressing wheat, hauling manure, spreading lime, 
Spreading fertilizer, hauling corn, soybeans, 
mending fence, attending meetings, tax preparation, 
purchasing supplies, farm program sign-up, 
repairing equipment, care of livestock. Livestock 
good. Wheat mostly good. Hay short to adequate. 


IOWA: Temperatures 5 to 9° below normal; 
-15° 23rd Ames to 50° 25th Sioux City. 
precipitation trace to 0.15 in. 

Livestock mostly good. Mild winter conditions 
allowing good feed efficiency, good weight gains 
across State. Soil erosion minimal, light rains, 
very little wind. 


KANSAS: Temperatures few degrees above normal 
west, 3 to 5° below normal east. Temperature 31° 
north central, northeast to 399 southeast. Most 
areas 0.10 in. moisture. Southeast received most, 
0.30 to 0.40 in. south of line from Paola to 
Arkansas City. Light snow occurred early week 
east but melted by midweek. 

Shortage snow cover most areas except few 
counties north central, left wheat vulnerable to 
freeze damage. Central, west need additional 
precipitation to relieve moisture deficits. 
Heavier feeding livestock necessary early week 
where snow covered pastures. 


KENTUCKY: Cold, wet. Rainfall above average, 1.00 
to 2.00 in, Daytime temperatures below normal, 
lows 25°, near normal; highs 40°, 5 to 10° below 
normal. 


extremes 
Very light 


Water flooding lowland mostly. receded. Soil 
moisture mostly ample to surplus. Ponds, dams 
full. Field activity minimal. Early plans for 
preparation tobacco seedbeds. Wheat generally 
green, could be drowned out low spots. Livestock 
Satisfactory. 
LOUISIANA: 4 ane Coton 5 to 7° below normal. 
Extremes 19° Rainfall 0.19 to 2.85 in. 

Main teem Peay Caring for livestock, routine 
chores, spring plowing. 


MARYLAND & DELAWARE: 
in. cg! Seale 37 
extremes 5°; 70° 

Main farm activities 
maintaining machinery. 


MARYLAND: Precipitation 1.48 
normal 36 Temperature 





caring for livestock, 


DELAWARE: Precipitation 1.67 in. Pte! ial 38° 
Temperature extremes 20° Record 

high temperatures central, southern areas 21st. 
Main farm activities caring for livestock, 


maintaining machinery. 


5° below normal. 
Precipitation 0.08 


MICHIGAN: ee oe 2 to 
Temperature extremes -149; 43°, 
to 0.50 in. 

Additional snowfall benefited winter wheat. 

Activities: Extreme cold minimized fieldwork. 
Livestock good. Feed adequate to short. Farm 
meetings, planning crops, tax work, marketing 
livestock, crops. 
MINNESOTA: Jagprreiness 3 to 8° below normal. 
Extremes -24° Precipitation 0.05 to 0.26 in. 
below normal. Precipitation trace to 0.16 in, 
Greatest weekly total 0.22 in. Snowfall trace to 2 
in. Snow depth weekend 1 to 2 in. south, 22 to 27 
in. north. 

Dry conditions continued across State. Heavy 

spring rains will be necessary to replenish topsoil 
moisture. High hay prices common. 
MISSISSIPPI: Wet, cool early week; fair, cold late. 
Temperature 7° below normal. Extremes 11°; 81°. 
Rainfall 1.82 in., 0.58 in. above normal. Greatest 
weekly precipitation 3.85 in. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 0.5, 
avg. Soil moisture adequate to 
excessive. Wheat fair to good; 
about too much water. 
good. Hay adequate. 
Main activities: 
of small grains. 


3.1 1988, 2.1 
surplus; some 
beginning to worry 

Livestock good. Pastures 
Feed grain adequate to short. 
Haying cattle, some topdressing 


MISSOURI: Temperatures 7° below normal northwest 
to 10° below normal Bootheel. Precipitation less 
than 0.50 in. except Bootheel 1.50 in. 

No snow cover. Some continuing concern over 
effects of cold weather early February on wheat. 
Main activities care of livestock, preparation of 
machinery for spring work. 


MONTANA: Temperatures mostly below normal; east 5° 
below normal while southwest, south central 2° 
above normal. Precipitation 0.10 to 0.20 in. 
common west, southwest, northeast. Remainder dry. 

Soil moisture 50% short, 45% adequate, 5% 
Surplus. Subsoil moisture 80% short, 20% adequate. 
Winter wheat 20% poor, 50% fair, 30% good. Snow 
cover 20% poor, 50% fair, 20% good, 10% excellent. 
Wind damage to winter wheat 60% light, 302 
moderate, 10% heavy. Livestock receiving 
Supplemental feed. 





NEBRASKA: Temperatures 2° above normal west, 6° 
below normal remainder of State. Extremes -16 
70° Precipitation occurred beginning, weekend 
amounts trace to 0.4 in. 
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Snow cover over State except southwest, avg. Cabbage 11% planted, 11% 1988. Major farm 
Panhandle; scattered patches. Winter wheat 19% activities: General maintenance; equipment repair, 
poor, 76% fair, 5% good. Too early to estimate tending livestock. Other activities: Preparing 


damage from cold weather that occurred before snow 


cover. Much concern about lack of soil moisture. 
Feed grain, hay forage adequate. Pasture, range 
feed short to adequate. Cows calved 11%. Most 


Problems, losses of calves and lambs caused by cold 
weather first week of February. 


NEVADA: Daytime temperatures began near normal but 
rose to well above normal weekend. Warm, southwest 
flow from sub tropics weekend produced only light, 
scattered precipitation north. No rain south 
central, extreme south. 

Good progress fieldwork south central, extreme 
south due dry, sunny conditions. Spring like 
weather favorable newborn calves, lambs. Livestock 
feeding requirements eased due mild weather. 
Winter grains starting to show premature growth. 


NEW ENGLAND: Precipitation (rainfall, water 
equivalent of snow) 0.50 to 1.00 in. northern 
Maine, northern New Hampshire, northern Vermont, 
1.00 to 1.50 in. remainder. Temperatures teens 
near Canadian border to low 30s south coast. 
Temperatures near normal. 

Major farm activities: 
machinery repair. 


Tending livestock, 


NEW JERSEY: 
south; near normal coastal, 
36° coastal. Extremes 3°; 67° 


Temperatures below normal north, 
30° north, 34° south, 
Precipitation above 


normal, 1.56 in. north, 2.02 in. south, 1.92 in. 
coastal. Heaviest 24-hour total 1.30 in. on 21st, 
22nd. Heaviest 24-hour snowfall 12 in. on 24th, 


25th. Snow depth 27th 6 in. extreme south, 1 in. 
elsewhere. 

Farmers caring for livestock, 
winter chores, plowing snow. 


tending to normal 


NEW MEXICO: Above normal temperatures. 
Measurable precipitation confined to northern 
counties. 

NEW YORK: Temperatures colder than normal. 


Coldest areas northeast, west. St. Lawrence Valley 
greatest departure 8 Great ae Central Lakes, 
Western Plateau second shortfall 6 Southeastern 


areas warmest. Coastal, Mohawk Valley - below 


average, Hudson Valley, Eastern Plateau 3° below 
normal. Overnight low -19 Newcomb 18th to daytime 
high 58° New York City 21st. Precipitation trends 


Similar. St. Lawrence Valley, Central Lakes slight 
deficit 0.10 in. Heaviest rainfall Hudson Valley 
in., coastal area 1.70 in. New York City 
greatest amount 1.84 in., Ellenburg Depot 0.15 in. 
High pressure lay over east on 20th soon moved out 
to sea. Storm Ohio Valley crossed west into Quebec 
21st. Cold front stalled along Atlantic seaboard 
rest of week. Storms moved along front but most 
part systems not much effect. 
Major activities: Caring for 
machinery repair, winter chores, 
meetings. 


livestock, 
attending 


NORTH CAROLINA: Temperatures 5 to 99 below normal 
across State. Temperature extremes 0°; 76° 
Precipitation 0.69 to 4.05 in. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 1.3. Soil moisture 
9% short, 66% adequate, 25% surplus. Pasture 3% 
very poor, 20% poor, 23% fair, 53% good, 1% 
excellent. Oats 3% poor, 22% fair, 73% good, 2% 
excellent. Barley 20% fair, 76% good, 4% excellent. 
Rye 4% poor, 16% fair, 75% good, 5% excellent. 
Wheat 2% poor, 18% fair, 79% good, 1% excellent. 
Tobacco plant beds 5% poor, 29% fair, 66% good. 
Feed grains 1% very short, 9% short, 90% adequate. 
Hay, roughage 2% very short, 4% short, 94% 
adequate. Irish potatoes 6% planted, 5% 1988, 5% 








land for planting; topdressing small grains; 


pruning fruit trees. 


NORTH DAKOTA: 


: Temperatures 3 to 6° below normal. 
Extremes -29 


northeast; 49° south central. Low 
pressure system late week brought scattered 
snowfall to southern half State. Statewide 
otge Tet tastes none to 0.08 in. 

Soi moisture short. Snow cover for alfalfa, 
fall seedings reduced; generally short to adequate. 
Hay, feed short to adequate. Lambing, calving 
progressed. Limited farm activity included 
Planning for spring planting. 

OHIO: Temperatures 3° subnormal. 
teens to mid 20s, highs mid to 
Precipitation 1.00 to 2.00 in. south; 
in. north. 

Soil temperatures 4 in. depth low to mid 30s. 
Virtually no snow cover anywhere until light 
dusting weekend. Soil moisture building up. 
Fields soft south; firmer north with frost in soil. 


Lows upper 
upper 30s 
0 


0.30 to 1.00 


OKLAHOMA: Temperatures 5° below normal southeast to 
1 above normal Panhandle. Precipitation none 
southwest third to 0.24 in. southeast. 

Growth hindered by cool weather. Sunshine, 
warmer temperatures needed for small grains, 
pasture. Strong winds hindered chemical spraying. 
Cattle good, prices continued to decline slightly. 


OREGON: Temperatures slightly above normal west. 
East side temperatures 3° below normal, near normal 
south central. Precipitation slightly above 2.00 
in. coastal, 1.00 in. western valleys. Some areas 
southwest less than 0.33 in. East precipitation 
0.20 to 0.30 in., extreme eastern areas 0.60 in. 

Soil moisture adequate most State. Field crop 
activity minimal. Winter wheat fields severe cold 
temperatures Umatilla County. Shallow seeded 
fields Hermiston vulnerable to winterkill. 
Northeast wheat snow covered. Mid Columbia Basin 
western wheat farmers waiting to determine any 
freeze damage. Fruit, berry, nut crops survived 
cold weather Willamette Valley. Damage thought to 
be minimal. Overwintering vegetables hurt by 
freeze, extent unknown now. Livestock fair to good 
west side of Cascades; more variable east. 
Ranchers lost more calves during cold snap. Hay 
supplies tight. Eastern ranges still snow covered, 
melting off. Most ranges poor to fair. 
PENNSYLVANIA: Wet, near normal temperatures. 
Temperature 29°, - above normal. Temperature 
extremes -1°; 570 Precipitation 0.97 in., 0.32 
in. above normal. 

Activities: Hauling manure; 
maintaining machinery; fixing fences; 
potatoes; cutting firewood. 


caring for livestock; 
grading 


Island rainfall 1.02 in., 0.46 in. 
Highest weekly rainfall 5.38 in. 
Cidra, 3.61 in. Pico Del Este-Luquillo, 2.36 in. 
Cerro Maravilla. Highest 24-hour total 3.90 in. 
Cidra. Total rainfall since January lst 6. 6°. 18 
23% above normal. San Juan temperature 76° 

below normal. Rainfall 0.06 in., 0.43 in. Delo. 
normal. Divisional temperature 75 to 76 on 
coasts, 70° interior. Station temperature 57 


PUERTO RICO: 
above normal. 


Cerro Maravilla to 78° Roosevelt Roads. Lowest 
minimum temperature 46° Adjuntas Aes. Highest 
maximum temperature 92° San Sebastian. 

SOUTH CAROLINA: Precipitation heavy; 2.00 in. 


State. Winter storm left 1 to 6 in. snow 
Temperatures 1 to 3° above normal. 

Farm activities: Farmers continued topdressing 
wheat with nitrogen, preparing land for corn 


planting, general farm chores. 


over 
23rd. 
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SOUTH DAKOTA: Temperatures mostly below normal, 4° 
above to 14° below normal. Extremes -29°; 60°. 
Precipitation southeast up to 0.21 in. Traces of 
snow cover south, west; 2 to 8 in. northeast. 


TENNESSEE: Cold fronts moved through State 21st, 
22nd, 26th producing rain or snow. Front on 22nd 
followed by bitter cold air mass that caused low 
temperatures to plunge into single digits. 
Temperatures below normal. Coldest over Plateau 
10° below normal. Memphis record breaking lows. 
Week wet over most State, although east, Plateau 
below normal precipitation. Nashville greatest 
precipitation 2.44 in. Bristol least 0.61 in. 

Farm chores, meetings, record keeping main 
activities. Cattle mostly good. 


TEXAS: Cold air mass early week lowered 
temperatures, dried out most of State. Some frost 
north, south central midweek. Gulf opened up 
weekend, rapid warming. Temperatures below normal 
southeast, Coastal Plains, Lower Rio Grande Valley. 
Elsewhere at or above normal. Precipitation below 
normal. 

Crops: Winter wheat healthy signs of recovery 
many parts Blacklands, central, Cross-Timbers. 
Recent moisture some open weather benefited these 
areas. Oats not doing well; freezing temperatures 
caused light to moderate damage, some losses. 
Fields east remained wet; some sunshine helped dry 
fields. Light showers High Plains helped moisture 
conditions, many fields continued to look bad. 
Insect problems slowed, recent cold weather. 
Grazing capacity continued low. Corn planting 
increased conditions dried Valley, Coastal Bend, 
Upper Coast. Producers completing land 
preparations many other areas, planting time 
neared. Corn 1% planted, 7% 1988, 4% avg. Grain 
sorghum planting should begin Valley, Coastal Bend 
very soon. Sorghum none planted, 1% 1988, 1% avg. 

Commercial Vegetables: Rio Grande Valley harvest 
increased most vegetables conditions improved. 
Spring onion harvest to begin soon. Melon 
planting, replanting continued. Grapefruit, 
valencia orange harvest continued. San Antonio- 
Winter Garden harvest resumed. Light damage 
occurred from earlier freezing weather. East 
freeze damage many fields heavy. Some planting as 
conditions allowed. High Plains land preparations 
onions, potatoes winding down, planting to begin 
soon. Peach trees continued bloom east no apparent 
serious damage from cold. Pruning operations 
continued many areas. 

Range and Livestock: Ranges, pastures signs of 
improvement many areas as result recent moisture. 
Calving, lambing active. Some producers had drop 
in milk production during cold snap. Markets 
strong. 








UTAH: Precipitation none to light. Temperatures 
1 to 6° below normal. 

Snow cover on fall seeded grains light to 
moderate. Winter range feedings vary widely. 
Scattered supplemental livestock feeding on 
winter ranges. Major farm activities: Tax 
summarization, livestock chores, equipment 


maintenance, farm meetings. 


VIRGINIA: Cloudy, cool, wet. Rain, sleet, snow, 
heavy some areas. Precipitation 0.50 to 4.50 in. 
Temperatures 5° below normal, ranged 8 to 76°. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 0.8. Topsoil 
moisture 11% short, 38% adequate, 51% surplus. 
Fieldwork halted, feeding care of livestock major 
activities. Winter grains, grazing crops 3% very 
poor, 15% poor, 50% fair, 32% good. 


WASHINGTON: Temperatures none to 2° above normal 
west, 8° below to 4° above normal east. 
Precipitation 0.11 to 1.28 in. 1.13 to 3.34 
in, east. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 1.0. Soil moisture 
40% short, 60% adequate. Range, pastures 59% short, 
41% adequate. Hay, other roughage 70% adequate, 
30% surplus. Field activities limited many areas 
due to frozen ground. Growers concerned about 
run off. Moisture in soil may reduce winter wheat 
freeze some areas. Producers still assessing 
winter crop damage. Caneberry damage likely some 
counties. Livestock on winter feed most areas. 
Calving, lambing continued. 


WEST VIRGINIA: Temperature 31°, 1 to 4° below 
normal. Extremes 0° Elkins; 65° Gary. 
Precipitation 1.24 in. Greatest precipitation 2.10 
in. Terra Alta, least precipitation 0.34 in. 
Moorefield. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 1.8. Soil moisture 
6% very short, 18% short, 41% adequate, 35% 
Surplus. Wheat barley mostly good to fair. 
Livestock mostly good. Feed 32% short, 64% 
adequate, 4% surplus. Farm activities: General 
farm maintenance, livestock care. 


west; 


WISCONSIN: Temperatures cold 17°. Extremes -28°; 
47°. Precipitation none to 0.10 in. Snowfall 
northwest 3 to 8 in. 25th. 

Frost depth 26.8 in., normal 17.2 in. Snow cover 
6 in., normal 10 in. Subsoil dry below frost. 


WYOMING: Temperatures 
third, above normal 
generally below normal. 
Snow cover decreased over 
growing areas. 


normal northern 
Precipitation 


below 
elsewhere. 


much winter wheat 
Livestock fair to good with 
Supplemental feeding. Calving, lambing, shearing 
underway. Moderating temperatures decreased stress 
On newborn calves, lambs. 
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international Weather and Crop Summary 
February 19-25, 1989 
HIGHLIGHTS 


WESTERN USSR ... The tenth consecutive week of 
unseasonably warm weather covers dormant winter 
grains. 


EUROPE cee 
reduce dryness in the 
south-central. Late-week heavy 
winds batter the west. 


Much needed precipitation helps 
southwest and 
rain and high 


SOUTH ASIA ... Dry weather covers most crop 





regions although scattered showers cover much of 
the northeast. Winter wheat is reproductive to 
filling. 


EASTERN ASIA ... Heavy rain continues over 
central and eastern crop areas. Drier weather 
favors preplanting fieldwork in the south. 





SOUTHEAST ASIA ... Shower activity increases 
over the Philippines, Indonesia, and Malaysia, 
likely causing more flooding. 
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The tenth consecutive week of 


RN USSR eee 


unseasonably warm weather covered most of the 


region. Weekly average temperatures ranged from 
5 to 7 degrees Celsius (C) above normal. 
Precipitation continued light (around 10mm) and 
was widespread. The precipitation which covered 
the Baltic States, Belorussia, the Ukraine, the 
North Caucasus, and the lower Volga began as 
early-week snow which changed to rain by 
mid-week. Even though most of the major winter 


wheat producing areas have been without a 
protective snow cover during most of the winter, 
continued mild weather has diminished the 
potential for significant winterkill due to 
extreme cold. However, the mild weather has 
likely caused winter grains to lose winter 
hardiness, with possible greening taking place 


in the extreme south. 


SOUTH __ AMERICA eae Periodic showers ease 
Argentina’s prolonged drought, benefiting. 
immature soybeans but coming too late for 
maturing crops. Rain continues to moisten 


Brazil’s soybean areas. 


AUSTRALIA ... 
favorable 

northeast. 
crop areas. 


Scattered showers continue mostly 
conditions for sugarcane in the 
Mostly dry weather covers summer 





SOUTH _ AFRICA .-. Widespread rains continue 
across the region, possibly causing local 
flooding in southern Transvaal. Corn is filling 


to maturing. 


Beneficial rain covers 


NORTHWESTERN AFRICA ... 


Moroccan winter grain areas. Dry weather 
returns to crop areas in eastern Algeria and 
Tunisia. 
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FEB 19 - 25, 1989 
2 MOAA/USDA JOINT AGRICULTURAL WEATHER FACILITY 
BASED ON PRELIMINARY REPORTS 
EUROPE ... A slow moving center of low pressure 


brought much needed rain and snow (10-50mm, with 
isolated amounts in excess of 100mm) to sections 
of northern Spain, southern France, and northern 
and central Italy. The precipitation, which was 
the first in sections of northern Italy since 
late November, greatly benefited irrigation 
reservoir levels and improved soil moisture for 
vegetative winter grains. On the 24th and 25th, 
a strong frontal system brought high winds and 
heavy rain (25-75mm, with isolated rainfall in 
excess of 100mm) to western coastal sections of 
Portugal and Spain, western and central France, 
the United Kingdcm, and Ireland. Elsewhere, 
light to moderate rain (5-20mm) covered much of 
northeastern Europe and scattered sections of 
the Balkans. Mean temperatures ranged from much 
above normal in the east to near normal in the 
northwest. 
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fe) ST AFRICA ... Widespread rain covered 
Moroccan winter grain areas. Precipitation 
amounts generally ranged from 25 to 50mn, 
benefiting winter grains in the jointing stage. 
Dry weather returned to winter grain areas in 
eastern Algeria and Tunisia. Localized showers 
(10-25mm) benefited winter grains in parts of 
central and western Algeria. Widespread rain is 
needed over the entire region in upcoming weeks 
as winter grains enter reproduction. 
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SOUTH ASIA ... Mostly dry weather continued over 
most winter wheat regions, although some 
scattered showers (1-12mm) occurred over eastern 
Uttar Pradesh and northern Bihar. Temperatures 
averaged 1-4 degrees below normal over most 
areas, continuing the cooler-than-normal weather 
trend that has prevailed for most of the 
season. Winter wheat ranges from the 
reproductive to filling stages of development. 
Scattered showers (1-25mm or more) continued to 
the east from Bangladesh through Assam, but dry 
weather continued across southern India. 
Maximum temperatures ranged from 35 to 38 
degrees C from southern Pakistan to India’s 
southern tip. 
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SOUTH AFRICA ... Variable showers continued 
across the Maize Triangle, with heaviest 
rainfall (25-50mm or more) covering large areas 
of the central and northwestern Triangle. Local 
areas in the northern Triangle received less 
than 25mm, and much of the southern Triangle 
received less than 10mm, bringing some relief to 
areas hit by last week’s excessive rainfall. 
Locally heavy rain (100mm or more) fell over far 
western Transvaal, and large areas of heavy rain 
(102-188mm) covered eastern Transvaal, possibly 
causing local flooding. Light to moderate rain 
(1-32mm) fell over crop regions in eastern Cape 
Province and Natal. Temperatures averaged near 
normal over most crop areas, but warmer, drier 
weather is now needed for crop maturation. 
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EASTERN ASIA ... Heavy rain (25-50mm, with 
scattered amounts greater than 50mm) continued 
for the second consecutive week across sections 
of Hubei, Henan, Anhui, Jiangsu, Hunan, Jiangxi, 
and Zhejiang. Above-normal rainfall over much 
of eastern China during the past 2 months has 
brought preseason soil moisture to adequate or 
surplus levels. Heavy rain (25-80mm) also 
continued over southern sections of South Korea 
and over much of Japan. Mostly dry weather 
favored progress in preplanting fieldwork in 
extreme southern China and Taiwan. In the 
north, scattered light snow blanketed sections 
of Jilin and North Korea, while northwestern 
crop areas were seasonably dry. Mean 
temperatures ranged from above normal in the 
northeast and south to below normal in central 
and western sections. 
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AUSTRALIA ... Mostly dry weather covered eastern 
summer crop areas, favoring progress of early 
sorghum harvesting in some growing areas of 
southeastern Queensland. Scattered, variable 
showers (5-80mm) fell along Queensland’s eastern 
coast, continuing mostly favorable conditions 
for vegetative sugarcane. In the south, mostly 
dry weather covered crop areas in South 


Australia, Victoria, and southern New South 
Wales, while light to moderate rain (5-20mm) 
fell over growing areas of southern Western 
Australia. A weak tropical disturbance moved 


northern Western Australia early in 
the week, spreading gusty winds, very heavy rain 
(50-200mm, with isolated amounts’ in excess of 
200mm), and possible flooding to some coastal 
areas. Mean temperatures were normal to below 
normal in most crop areas. 
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SOUTH AMERICA ... In Argentina, periodic showers 
continued to moisten topsoils throughout the 
summer crop areas, easing the prolonged drought 
but coming too late for improvement in the yield 
potential of maturing summer crops. Weekly 
rainfall averaged 15-35mm in much of Buenos 
Aires, which has benefited the most from recent 
rains. Isolated heavy rain (50-144mm) fell in 
southeastern Buenos Aires. Variable rainfall 
amounts were reported in Cordoba and Santa Fe, 
ranging from 3mm in southeastern Cordoba to 39mm 
or more in west-central Cordoba and central 
Santa Fe. Light rain (less than 10mm) fell in 
most of  Argentina’s northern cotton areas. 
However, heavy rain (50-130mm) soaked topsoils 
in extreme northeastern Argentina, Paraguay, and 
in Brazil from northwestern Rio Grande do Sul 
through most of Parana to western Mato Grosso do 
Sul. Rainfall amounts gradually diminished in 
more northern soybean and coffee areas. Light 
rain (2-6mm) also fell over the remainder of Rio 
Grande do Sul. Soybeans range from the pod 
setting to maturing stages. 
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